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For LAPD homicide cop Harry Bosch -- hero, maverick, nighthawk -- the body in the drainpipe at

Mulholland Dam is more than another anonymous statistic. This one is personal.The dead man,

Billy Meadows, was a fellow Vietnam "tunnel rat" who fought side by side with him in a nightmare

underground war that brought them to the depths of hell. Now, Bosch is about to relive the horror of

Nam. From a dangerous maze of blind alleys to a daring criminal heist beneath the city to the

tortuous link that must be uncovered, his survival instincts will once again be tested to their

limit.Joining with an enigmatic and seductive female FBI agent, pitted against enemies inside his

own department, Bosch must make the agonizing choice between justice and vengeance, as he

tracks down a killer whose true face will shock him.
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After reading about a half dozen books in Michael Connelly's Harry Bosch series, I decided I better

start at the beginning and read them in order. The Black Echo is the first Bosch mystery and it's an

amazing effort for a first time novelist. In fact, it won the prestigious Edgar Award for mystery



writing.The Black Echo opens when LAPD homicide detective Harry Bosch is called out on the

discovery of a dead man in a drainage pipe. It appears that the victim died of an overdose, but

enough red flags are raised to make Bosch suspect foul play. Not only that, but the detective

actually knew the man: they were tunnel rats in Viet Nam. As Bosch starts investigating, he

discovers that the victim, Bill Meadows, has been identified as a key suspect in a year old bank

robbery. The robbers went through underground tunnels, and then dug their way into a bank safety

deposit box vault. At first, the FBI rebuffs Bosch's attempts to pool information. But they finally relent

and he is assigned to FBI agent, Eleanor Wish.As the case progresses, Bosch and Wish discover

that the bank caper has its roots in Viet Nam and things get very complicated and dangerous.

Bosch also suspects that someone is working from the inside and compromising their case. Even

when he thinks he's got everything figured out, there is still an important piece of the puzzle still

missing.I really liked The Black Echo for a number of reasons. First, the plot has numerous twists

and turns, and shows Bosch's genius as a detective and Connelly's talent as a writer. In this book,

we get a look at Bosch's background, which helps explain his motivations in later books. Also, The

Black Echo takes place during a Memorial Day weekend. Since I read it over the same weekend, it

made it more relevant.
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